@ongress of the WAnited States
Washington, BE 20515

April 29, 2022

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro The Honorable Kay Granger

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

H-307 The Capitol H-307 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Matt Cartwright The Honorable Robert Aderholt

Chair Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce,
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
H-310 The Capito! H-310 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tom Cole

Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health

and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies
2358-B Rayburn House Office

Dear Chair DeLauro, Ranking Member Granger, Chair Cartwright, Ranking Member Aderholt, and
Ranking Member Cole:

As you work to finalize the Fiscal Year 2023 appropriations for Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies (CJS) and Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies
(LHHS), we strongly encourage you to prioritize critical funding and resources to support community
violence intervention programming. This funding is essential to support evidence-informed community-
based organizations that are on the frontlines of intervening to prevent gun violence. Through this
historic investment in community violence intervention initiatives, Congress will be taking a necessary
step towards addressing the ongoing gun violence crisis, which has been especially harmful to
communities of color and has worsened under the strains of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Over the past year, American cities experienced historic levels of violence. Cities have long grappled
with persistent gun violence in our most vulnerable and disinvested communities, and recent factors —
including the COVID pandemic — have only exacerbated the problem, with the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) reporting more than 45,000 gun deaths in 2020, a level of gun deaths not seen for
decades. Recognizing this dire situation, and understanding the critical role that community-based
violence intervention programs play in combating the gun violence epidemic plaguing American
communities, there is an urgent opportunity to build up existing federal funding programs and take this
initial step to support communities in need.



Community-based violence prevention strategies have proven to reduce homicides and increase health
and safety. Increasingly robust evidence and outcomes provide empirical evidence that strategies such as
violence interruption and street outreach, hospital-based intervention programs, cognitive behavioral
therapy, and trauma support, can significantly reduce violence. In fact, the National Institute of Justice
has reviewed the research on these types of initiatives and rated Operation Peacekeeper in Stockton, CA
and Operation Ceasefire in Boston, MA as effective and Cure Violence in Chicago, IL as promising.
Other successful examples include Oakland’s Gun Violence Reduction Strategy (Ceasefire) that was
launched in October 2012. In 2012, there were 126 homicides and 556 non-fatal shootings. In 2017, the
fifth year of the Oakland Strategy implementation, there were 72 homicides and 277 non-fatal shootings
— a 46% reduction in homicides and a 49% reduction in injury reductions. There is also Atlanta’s Cure
Violence program that operates in 6 intown Atlanta neighborhoods which did not see an increases in
homicides in 2021 unlike the rest of the city. This program will be expanding with support from
Atlanta’s Mayor and City Hall. Although these proven strategies have been researched and are cited in
academic literature, they remain chronically underfunded at every level of government, prolonging the
daily loss of life.

Therefore, to strengthen our public health infrastructure to combat gun violence and gun deaths, we will
need a coordinated approach across agencies, and we respectfully request that the CJS and LHHS
appropriations bills directly address this crisis and include the following meaningful down payments
necessary to save lives.

In the CIJS appropriation bill:

* Provide $375 million for the Office of Justice Programs’ (OJP) Community Violence
Intervention and Prevention Initiative (CVIPI). CVIPI is a grant program established in the
FY2022 Consolidated Appropriations Act to provide dedicated federal funding to support
community-based violence intervention programs, prioritizing communities with the highest
number of homicides and the highest number of homicides per capita.

* Include report language directing the OJP to direct discretionary grants (e.g., Byrne Criminal
Justice Innovation Program, Project Safe Neighborhood, and Strategies to Support Children
Exposed to Violence) to offer priority consideration for community-based violence intervention
programs as well as issue formal guidance to state and local administrators of Byrne JAG
formula block grants regarding the importance of funding community-based violence
intervention programs, and track and publish information on the funding levels.

» Include report language directing the Office for Victims of Crime to make Victims of Crime Act
(VOCA) funding available for gun violence victim services programs, including violence
intervention programs, by providing guidance that violence intervention programs are eligible for
victim assistance funding and by clearing administrative roadblocks so that VOCA funding is
accessible to community-based service models that serve gun violence survivors by providing
crisis response, medical and mental health care, criminal justice and legal advocacy, and housing
assistance.

In the LHHS appropriation bill:
* Provide $375 million for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Youth Violence
Prevention program to fund a new Community Violence Intervention Initiative. This funding
will enable the CDC to build upon their existing science-based youth violence prevention efforts



and enable the CDC to establish a public health centered grant program to support community-
based programs that prevent violence, prioritizing communities with the highest number of
homicides and the highest number of homicides per capita.

Provide $10 million to establish a resource center at the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) to coordinate funding opportunities across relevant agencies, oversee research
into effective programs, and provide technical assistance to local Offices of Violence Prevention
and community-based organizations.

Include report language directing HHS to support community-based violence intervention
programs through relevant grant programs {e.g., the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration’s Community Mental Health Services Block Grants, Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Block Grants and the Resiliency in Communities After Stress and
Trauma Program) that can be used to support people involved or at risk of being involved in gun
violence.

Include report language directing the Department of Labor to prioritize Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity funding, like the Young Adult Reentry Partnership and YouthBuild, to support
reintegration, transitional employment, long-term: impactful positions, union positions, and living
wages for systems-involved youth and older adults in cities disproportionately impacted by daily
gun violence.

With so many communities ravaged by COVID-19 and spiking homicide rates, we earnestly hope that
you will join us in securing critically important support for proven strategies that reduce violence and
increase community health.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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